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the Globe, Pryor rose in the House to accuse Potter of altering the
record by additions to his own remarks. Potter retorted that Pryor, too,
had altered the record, by erasing some of Potter's corrections; a dis-
honorable trick, he charged. Pryor admitted his alteratlons3 excusing
them because Potter had written in something which Pryor claimed he
himself had not said. Potter had insulted him, Pryor shouted, and at
the end of the day's session he sent his Wisconsin opponent a challenge
to a duel. Potter accepted, naming bowie knives as the weapon. Pryor's
second scorned this as barbarous. No due! took place. Each side now
cried coward at the other. The most dangerous aspect of the incident
was that it did not seem ridiculous.
The situation became almost unbearable. Senator Hammond feared
that "as everybody has a revolver and the South does not intend again
to be surprised Into hearing another Lovcjoy speech, a general fight
In one or the other House with great slaughter Is always on the tapis.
There are no relations, not absolutely Indispensable In the conduct of
joint business, between the North and South In either House. No two
nations on earth are or ever were more distinctly separate and hostile
than we are here."38 The day after these words were written the
Charleston convention opened its sessions.